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One of the key differences between North American and European Efforts
in sustainable rural development is in the fundamental conception of rural
development. In Europe, the concept of ‘territorial development’ includes
the interaction of humans with landscapes - considering the landscape aes-
thetics, culture, and labour, as a package. For example, in the county of

Priorat, part of the state of Barcelona, we learned about the organization of

the agricultural producers into cooperatives that shared physical facilities
and approaches to innovation, as well as an effort in landscape planning

that involved the promotion of agricultural development and environmental

protection in one unified UNESCO Heritage designation and planning
effort.

Enterprise development is also part of the European concept of rural devel-
opment, as the agricultural cooperatives and businesses reliant on tourism
are also part of the equation. In Spain, we visited a climbing-oriented busi-
ness, strongly linked to landscape!

Regional development in North America tends to focus on facilitation of
private sector actors and activities that are economic in emphasis. From
the North American perspective, it is more typical to think of how environ-
mental impacts can be ‘reduced’, rather than what the relationship be-
tween the local culture, its silvi- or agri- culture, and the landscape.

Tara hopes to be able to employ some part of the concept of territorial de-
velopment in her own practice working with watersheds, and try to
strengthen the relationship between communities and their watersheds.
BC could benefit from several of the underlying features of European ideas
of territorial development.
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Rural Opportunities

Natural Resource Development |

Committed to exploring, understanding, and sharing
knowledge around sustainable management of
natural resources.
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Examining Source Water Protection Policies in
Newfoundland and Labrador

“The literature highlights the enormous benefits of SWP in-
cluding the drastic reduction in the cost of drinking water
treatment, safe guarding public health and guarantees ade-
quate protection of the quality and quantity of drinking
water supplies. A multi-stakeholder approach is needed in
water governance to avoid contamination of water supplies
and encourage responsible multiple water usage, in addition
to resource development.”

Seth Eledi, Environmental Policy Institute
Grenfell Campus, Memorial University
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“Many planning & Jevelopment challenges face rural
communities; the ‘use’ of the environment can address
many of them.

In surveying rural community leaders, the environment
iis not recognized as a potential valuable tool to derive
gommunity health/wellbeing.”

“Majority of identified issues” (rural challenges) “can be
addressed via ‘green infrastructure’ considerations.”

University of Guelph, Ontario




