
 
 

New Plantations: Migrant Mobility, ‘Illegality’ and Racialisation in European 

Agricultural Labour 

This project engages in a comparative enquiry into the triple dynamics of race, space and 

“illegality” in the reproduction of migrant precarious labour conditions in European agro-industrial 

labour markets. The complex question how and why “illegality” and “race” may become 

productive in the segmentation of precarious migrant workers across Europe is currently widely 

discussed. The project will address this question in a systematic way through five original case 

studies that are currently almost uncovered by research on migrant labour in Italian, Swiss and 

Belgian horticulture (specifically the research focuses on Emilia-Romagna, Basilicata; Swiss 

Midlands and Lake Geneva Region; and Limburg). 

This comparative ethnographic analysis of migrant employment regimes is meant to contribute to 

a better understanding of 

mechanisms of differential 

inclusion and segregation of 

migrant workers in competitive 

agri-food chains. The projects 

aims at developing a framework 

for more socially sustainable 

production regimes in the studied 

contexts and at exploring 

approaches that might improve 

difficult working conditions of 

migrants in agriculture. 

Click on this link for more 

information: https://snis.ch/project/new-plantations-migrant-mobility-illegality-racialisation/ 
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